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The Wings of The greAT WAr The eAsTern fronT in MAłoPolskA

In 1914 Małopolska became the arena of war operations on the Eastern Front of the First World War. The Rus-
sians began the military operations in this area with carrying out a hurricane attack, aimed to conduct the 
double envelopment of the Imperial-Royal Army and to cut it off from the Vistula and Dniester Rivers and the 

Carpathians, and finally, to destroy the enemy. Soon, a significant part of Eastern Galicia fell into the Russian 
hands. Przemyśl Fortress, hitherto the headquarters of the Austrian army, was encircled.

The November of 1914 was the month of the greatest Russian successes on the Galician front. The Russian 
front was then moved into the region of villages of Wolbrom and Słomniki in the vicinity of Krakow, and then east 
of Brzesko and Nowy Sącz. It ran towards the Carpathian Mountains, where only a few points hindered the tsar-
ist army’s passage to the south. Around November 11, before the commencement of the new Austro-German of-
fensive, the Russian army reached the positions located furthest to the west during the Great War, and occupied 
almost six seventh of the territory of Galicia and almost the entire Kingdom of Poland, nearly reaching the border 
with Germany. The Battle of Krzywopłoty was fought November 16-19 in the northern part of Małopolska. Polish 
legionaries and Austro-Hungarian soldiers managed to stop the Russian advancement to the west.

During the Battle of Krakow, the Russian army reached the point commemorated after the war with the obe-
lisk on Kaim Hill, and the front line ran merely 10 km away from the Main Market Square on December 6, 1914. It 
was on December 6, 1914, that the crew of the fortress besieged on both sides decided to counterattack and after 
a several-hour-long intense battle with bayonets, they drove the enemy out from the vicinity of the city. 

The Battle of Krakow stopped the main Russian attack and the Austro-Hungarians now planned to definitive-
ly stop the advance of the “steam roller ” as the Russian offensive was called, and the battles fought south of Kra-
kow December 2-12, 1914, the so-called Battle of Łapanów and Limanowa, were supposed to decide about the 
result. This decisive battle halted the Russian offensive in Galicia. 

The First Brigade of the Polish Legions also fought December 22–25 in the Battle of Łowczówek. This encoun-
ter temporarily stopped the Russian forces advancing to the west, which allowed the Austrians to expand the front 
on the Tarnów – Gorlice line. The front froze at these positions for long months and for the first time in history, it 
took on the form of developed defensive positions with the lines of rifle pits, shelters, reserve positions, trenches, 
and so on. The change of the situation occurred only after the Battle of Gorlice fought May 2-5, 1915. It led to the 
one of the largest breakthroughs of the front in the history of Europe. As a result of the Battle of Gorlice, the Aus-
trian and German forces finally drove the Russian army out to the east and forced it to retreat.

In May of 1915, the Corps of the Austro-Hungarian First Army, operating on the northern bank of the Vistu-
la River, followed the retreating Russian forces. This attack, after the recapture of Przemyśl and Lemberg, al-
most led to the collapse of the Russian front in the south. During the council of war in Baranowicze, attended by 
Tsar Nicholas II himself, the decision was made to retain the Kingdom of Poland as long as possible, and to fo-
cus on the northwestern front. However, on August 5, in order to avoid the threat of encirclement, the Russians 
had to desert Warsaw. 

Thus, as a result of the spring-summer offensive of the Central Powers, almost the entire Galicia, Kingdom of 
Poland, Lithuania and Courland fell into the hands of Germans and Austrians.

książ Wielki
[1-2] The Palace in Mirów and the War Quarter on the Parish 
Cemetery. The riflemen from the First Cadre Company of the Polish Le-
gions arrived in Książ Wielki on August 7, 1914. 144 riflemen of the First 
Cadre Company stationed in the nearby Palace in Mirów [1], the beau-
tiful Renaissance residence of the Myszkowski and Wielopolski Families, 
and Józef Piłsudski himself arrived there on August 9, 1914. The Renais-
sance building was erected in the years 1585–1595, according to the de-
sign of the famous architect Santi Gucci, while the neo-Gothic attic was 
added during the reconstruction in the 19th century.

The War Quarter on the Parish Cemetery [2] also serves as the 
reminder of the First World War. Soldier graves dating from the time of 
the First World War are located to the left of the entrance near the west-
ern wall of the cemetery. A contemporary granite tombstone with a me-
morial plaque was placed on the site of the original earth grave, cer-
tainly much larger than the present one. 16 soldiers were buried in the 
grave: 9 from the Austro-Hungarian army, 5 from the Russian army, and 
two of unknown origin. The dates and circumstances of their deaths 
are unknown, but the battles in the vicinity of Książ Wielki were fought 
in the summer and autumn of 1914, and continued on a smaller scale 
until the middle of 1915.

Palace in Mirów – the W. Witos School Complex, ul. Witosa 10, tel: +48 12 38 38010, 
http://zsppksiaz.republika.pl – GPS N 50° 26’ 25.7”, E 20° 08’ 57”. War Quarter on the 
Parish Cemetery in Książ Wielki, ul. Jana Łaskiego – GPS 50° 26’ 41.8”, E 20° 08’ 40.0”.

krzyWoPłoTy – Bydlin
[6] The Location of the Battle of Krzywopłoty and the Le-
gionary Quarter on the Parish Cemetery in Bydlin. The Polish 
legionaries from the First Infantry Regiment and the Austro-Hungari-
an soldiers clashed with the forces of the tsarist Ninth Army command-
ed by General Leczycki near Krzywopłoty in the vicinity of the forest-
ed Świętego Krzyża Mount on November 16–19, 1914. The Russians 
incurred heavy losses on the Poles, with the passive stance of the re-
mainder of the Austro-Hungarian forces. Finally, on November 19, the 
attack of the Austro-Hungarian forces conducted on the entire front 
line in the vicinity of Krzywopłoty ended up in success – the nearby 
Do maniewicki Forest was conquered and the defeated Russian forces 
had to retreat to the east. 

A large Legionary Quarter with a magnificent stone cross is locat-
ed on the Parish Cemetery in Bydlin, on the east side of Świętego Krzyża 
Mount. Lieutenant Stanisław Paderewski, step-brother of the famous pi-
anist Ignacy Jan Paderewski is buried there among 46 fallen soldiers of 
the Polish Legions. A war quarter with three mass graves of 284 soldiers 
from the Austro-Hungarian and Russian armies is also located on this 
cemetery. The ruins of a small castle with visible trench remnants 
are located above, on the other side of the road on the forested hill.

Legionary Quarter on the Parish Cemetery in Bydlin – GPS N 50° 23’ 16.3”, E 19° 
38’ 46.5”.

rzePlin
[10] Two war cemeteries. The first necropolis is located on the west 
side of the village. It is a mass grave, at present resembling a burial tu-
mulus topped with a small concrete cross. A chain spread between stone 
poles functions as a fence. The second cemetery with a monument in 
a form of a small chapel is located on the opposite edge of the village. 
The graves topped with concrete crosses are located around the chap-
el. The exact number of the fallen soldiers buried on each of these cem-
eteries is unknown; it is only known that the total of the soldiers buried 
there is 583 Austro-Hungarian and 461 Russian soldiers.

The vicinity of Rzeplin was one of the key positions of the Austro- 
-Hungarian defence. Battles against the elite Guard Divisions of the tsar-
ist army, including many bayonet clashes, were fought there November 
16–18, 1914. Every farmstead in the village, which had not been burnt 
down or bombed by the artillery, was the object of fighting.

War Cemetery in Rzeplin at the road to Cianowice – GPS N 50° 12’ 37.2”, E 19° 53’ 
37.7”. War Cemetery in Rzeplin at the road to Krasienice – GPS N 50° 12’ 36.6”, 
E 19° 54’ 51.0”.

[14] Grębałów Fort. It was erected in the years 1897–1899. It consists 
of the casemate body, free-standing flanking battery and the bulkhead 
caponier located in a natural ravine. The caponier constituted a divider 
of the ravine, which was an extremely difficult obstacle to overcome. The 
fort was charged with a task of controlling the plain stretching toward 
the Vistula River slope, and protecting the railway line running in the 
direction of the Russian-occupied part of Poland. Four cannons located 
in the rotating armoured turrets determined the strength of the fort fire 
– today one can admire their tin reconstructions – and four other can-
nons in the casemates of the flanking battery. This fort participated in 
the so-called First Battle of Krakow fought November 20–22, 1914, pro-
viding fire support for the counteroffensive of the Fourth Austro-Hun-
garian Army fighting against the Ninth Russian Army encroaching the 
fortress. At present, the fort houses a horse-riding club.

Grębałów Fort – The “Horsie’s Friend” TKKF Horse-Riding Club, ul. Geodetów (en-
trance from ul. Kocmyrzowska), tel: +48 12 6456616, http://www.przyjacielkonika.
republika.pl; visiting possible during the horse-riding centre opening hours – GPS 
N 50° 05’ 41.6”, E 20° 04’ 04.6”.

[17] Rajsko Fort. The artillery fort built in the years 1881–1884 was 
one of the largest forts of this kind in the entire Habsburg Monarchy 
– its area is about 2,600 square metres. It was located on Rajsko Hill, 
the highest hill in the area (349 m above sea level), thanks to which it 
was an excellent observation point. Rajsko Fort was one of the first 
forts to be built with the use of cast concrete – this material was used 
to mould the monolithic blocks of the barracks, shelters or the caponiers 
and traverses, the majority of which was covered by thick sod walls, ac-
cording to the principles of the contemporary art of architecture. The 
fort was also a crucial structure in the southeast corner of the fortress 
– its capture or destruction would allow an attack on the group of forts 
of Kosocice and Prokocim. Therefore, the Russian artillery bombarded 
this particular fort most intensely in December of 1914. However, the 
Russians did not have heavy cannons at their disposal, therefore, the 
fort was practically undamaged after the fights.

Rajsko Fort, ul. Droga Rokadowa 20 – GPS N 49° 59’ 21.7”, E 19° 58’ 08.8”. 

[20] The Storage-Technical Complex of the Royal-Imperial Army. 
It was built in the years 1888–1915, north of the main railway station, 
at Rakowicka Street. It consisted of the canned meat factory (equipped 
with icehouse and cold store), bakery, and… the marmalade manufac-
ture. The storages housed the stocks of wheat, buckwheat, rice, veg-
etables, potatoes, sugar, seasonings, etc., as well as petrol and equip-
ment for several thousand soldiers. Among noteworthy buildings of the 
complex is Building no. 4 that was completed in 1911. The underground 
part of the building is much more spatial than the part located on the 
surface. The underground area features reinforced vaults, a very effi-
cient mechanical and gravitational ventilation system, and even a spe-
cial tunnel to the nearby ramp at the rail siding. These safety measures 
were necessary since this is where the Krakow Fortress headquarters 
were located. Nowadays, the building houses the Home Army  Museum 
and although its collection is mostly associated with the history of the 
Polish Underground State from the time of the Second World War, none-
theless, the exhibits include many rifles, bayonets, or sables used also 
during the First World War.

General Emil Fieldorf-Nil Home Army Museum – Cultural Institution of Małopolska 
Region, ul. Wita Stwosza 12, tel: +48 12 4100770, http://www.muzeum-ak.pl; open 
Tue–Sun 11am–6pm – GPS N 50° 04’ 20”, E 19° 56’ 55”. 

[23] Obelisk on Kaim Hill. The Austrians established field fortifica-
tions on Kaim Hill (265 m above sea level), which were the largest exter-
nal unit of the Krakow Fortress, stretching southeast of the fort line of 
the external ring of the fortress. This site consisted of five strong points 
and eight flanking positions. Between a half and two infantry compa-
nies, armed with 2 to 6 heavy machine guns, were needed to man all the 
positions. During the fights in December of 1914, many bloody bayonet 
clashes with the Russian infantry invading the trenches took place on 
the site. Eventually, the Austrians forced the Russians to retreat toward 
Wieliczka. A year later, in commemoration of the victory on Kaim Hill, 
an obelisk [1] was erected, funded by the command of Krakow For-
tress. The representatives of the city authorities, army and clergy gath-
ered at the momentous ceremony. Among the attendees were Juliusz 
Leo, Mayor of the City of Krakow, Prince Adam Stefan Sapieha Bish-
op of Krakow, and the commander of Krakow Fortress, General Karl 
Kuk. The obelisk bore the inscription: “This is where the Austro-Hun-
garian Army defeated the farthest reaching units of the Russian Army 
on December 6, 1914”.

Obelisk on Kaim Hill, ul. Pronia – GPS N 50° 00’ 07.0”, E 20° 02’ 08.0”. 

JAngroT – CiePliCe
[7] Jangrot – Cieplice War Cemetery. 2,014 Austro-Hungarian and 
561 Russian soldiers are buried on the cemetery in Cieplice. In terms 
of the number of the buried, it is the largest cemetery dating from the 
First World War on the Jurassic Krakowsko-Częstochowska Upland. The 
trench lines have been preserved in the forest to the east and north 
of the cemetery, while fragments of the reserve lines can be found 
to the west of the necropolis. 

The vicinity of Cieplice and Jangrot were the arena of fierce fights be-
tween the Austro-Hungarian and Russian forces in November of 1914. 
Repeated attacks and counterattacks brought severe losses to both sides, 
while the village of Jangrot passed from hands to hands several times: 
the Fifth Corps of the First Austro-Hungarian Army fought against the 
elite Russian Guard divisions. The Austrian attack carried out on No-
vember 17 in the forest north of Cieplice, was successful and allowed 
the capture of the village of Gołaczewy located on the northern side of 
the forest. Battles were also fought on the vast Sułoszowa Plateau be-
tween Sułoszowa, Jangrot, Trzyciąż and Zadroż. 

Jangrot – Cieplice War Cemetery – GPS N 50° 19’ 43.3”, E 19° 43’ 37.0”.

[15] Krzesławice Fort. Located between the valleys of two rivers: the 
Vistula and Dłubnia Rivers. It is a typical one-embankment artillery fort. 
It was built in the 1870s as the wooden-earth entrenchment. Its current 
appearance is a result of reconstruction carried out in the years 1881–
1886 and the later modernization works. The entrance gate, located in 
the middle of the barrack building, is flanked by the type of a small bas-
tion, designated for close distance defence. Immediately after the out-
break of the First World War, the fort was brought to the state of combat 
readiness by the reinforcement of the field fortifications and abatises be-
tween the fort and the adjacent forts, and also in the fort forefront. This 
fort fired at the forefront of the fortress in the direction of the so-called 
Proszowice Route and the railway line to Kocmyrzów, running paral-
lel to it, in November of 1914, when the Russian forces approached Kra-
kow from northeast. Nowadays, the fort houses a Local Culture Centre.

Krzesławice Fort – Krzesławice Fort no. 49 Youth Culture Centre, os. Na Stoku 27B, 
tel: +48 12 6452714, http://www.mdkfort49.krakow.pl; visiting possible during the 
Culture Centre opening hours – GPS N 50° 05’ 51.3”, E 20° 03’ 18.8”. 

[18] Kosocice Fort. It was erected in the years 1897–1899 as a small 
armoured fort of a semi-circular plan. It was situated on the southern 
slope of the ridge and faced south. It was equipped with an observa-
tion tower and two armoured towers with 8-cm cannons model 1894, 
manufactured in Škoda plants. The armoured towers were supposed to 
protect the cannon and the crew from the enemy bombardment. Koso-
cice Fort was charged with a task of protecting the so-called Lemberg 
Route and the railway line to Przemyśl. Together with the auxiliary fort 
located about 200 m away and the neighbouring buildings, this fort re-
ceived the main blow of the Russian attack on Krakow in December. The 
fort survived the Russian artillery fire practically undamaged. The Rus-
sians concentrated their attack on these positions, as they were crucial 
for the defence of the southeast corner of Krakow Fortress. At present, 
the fort – a private property – is in use but is not open to the public.

Kosocice Fort, ul. Hallera 25 – GPS N 49° 59’ 41.8”, E 19° 59’ 29.9”. 

[21] Polish Aviation Museum. The Krakow Aeroclub organized the 
Great Aviation Exhibition in 1964 on the area of the former airport in 
Rakowice. The exhibits put together for the purpose of the exhibition 
became the origin of the collection of the Aviation Museum established 
a few years later. Nowadays, the museum uses the preserved airport 
buildings, such as a large historic hangar. Among the exhibits are all 
kinds of aircraft (fighter, reconnaissance, trainer, ambulance, agricul-
tural airplanes, etc.), helicopters, gliders, as well as aircraft engines, 
and anti-aircraft missile weapons. The Krakow Aviation Museum col-
lection is considered one of the most interesting collections of this 
type in the world, and the machines from the time of the First World 
War are truly unique. 

Among others, the collection includes: the Albatros C.I, DFW C.V, and 
the Aviatik C.III, the reconnaissance flying boat Grigorovich M-15, as 
well as the Halberstadt CL.II, LFG Roland D.VI, and the famous British 
Sopwith F.1 Camel. These machines are displayed as part of the “Wings 
of the Great War” Exhibition.

Polish Aviation Museum in Krakow – Cultural Institution of Małopolska Region, al. 
Jana Pawła II 39, tel: +48 12 6409960, info@muzeumlotnictwa.pl, http://www.muz-
eumlotnictwa.pl; open: Tue–Sun 9am–7pm; tickets: PLN 14, reduced price: PLN 7, 
Tue admission free of charge – GPS N 50° 04’ 35.3”, E 19° 59’ 26.0”.

WieliCzkA
[24] War Quarter no. 381 on the Communal Cemetery. The large 
communal cemetery features the war quarter, which constitutes one of 
the war cemeteries of Western Galicia. It is ornamented with a magnifi-
cent monument in the form of an antique altar, dedicated to the “Pro Pa-
tria Mortuis,” i.e. those who died for the fatherland during the First World 
War. The monument is part of the wall encircling the rectangular cem-
etery complex. The characteristic metal crosses are located around the 
quarter. The entire cemetery was designed by Hans Mayr who also de-
signed cemeteries in the vicinity of Gorlice. Among the soldiers buried 
there are: 71 Austro-Hungarian soldiers from various units, 7 German 
and 8 Russian soldiers. 

The Russian forces temporarily captured Wieliczka in the early De-
cember of 1914, and used it as a base for the attack on Krakow Fortress. 
The fortress artillery bombarded Wieliczka during fights, however, the 
heaviest cannons were not used in order not to destroy the existing lo-
cal salt mine. A few days after the Battle of Limanowa, the Russians 
had to depart from Wieliczka.

War Quarter no. 381 on the Communal Cemetery in Wieliczka, ul. Piłsudskiego 
– GPS N 49° 59’ 19.6”, E 20° 03’ 53.0”.

skAłA
[8-9] War Quarters on Parish Cemetery and the Monument of the 
Victims of the First World War. The legacy of the battles fought in 
November of 1914 in the vicinity of Skała by the Austro-Hungarian and 
Russian forces can be found on the war quarters [8] on the Parish 
Cemetery in Skała. 63 Austro-Hungarian and 240 Russian soldiers are 
buried there. One of the war quarters at present features a small wooden 
roof protecting the cross, while the other quarter features a cross, made 
of artillery shells welded together. The Monument of the Victims of 
the First World War [9], erected after the war stands in front of the 
cemetery entrance. It commemorates the residents of Skała who were 
killed in action fighting for the independence and were murdered dur-
ing the January Uprising and the two world wars. At least four legion-
aries, who were killed in the autumn and winter of 1914 on the East-
ern Front of the Great War, e.g. at Krzywopłoty, originated from Skała. 
A plaque dedicated to their memory is also placed on the monument. 

War Quarters on the Parish Cemetery in Skała, ul. Rzeźnicza – GPS N 50° 13’ 34.2”, 
E 19° 51’ 14.1”. Monument of the Victims of the First World War, ul. Krakowska/ 
/Rzeźnicza – GPS N 50° 13’ 34.0”, E 19° 51’ 23.2”.

[16] Tonie Fort. It was built in 1879 as an earth entrenchment, and 
then as a result of reconstruction, it received the shape of a large ar-
moured fort. The fort buildings made of cast concrete were covered with 
a thick sod wall. The fort’s main task was the protection of the north-
west corner of the external ring of the Krakow Fortress fortifications 
and the so-called Olkusz Route. The fort was thoroughly modernized 
and equipped in the Senkpanzer M.2 type extendable–rotatable gun 
turrets in the years 1902-1908. It was the only fort of Krakow Fortress, 
which boasted this then-most modern type of artillery turrets. They have 
been preserved almost intact in the right-wing block, and in a slight-
ly worse condition in the left-wing block. They are unique buildings of 
highest historic value on a European scale – similar turrets have been 
preserved in Verdun and Copenhagen. The fort did not participate in the 
battles against the Russian forces in 1914. Afterwards, the army used it 
for decades as the storage for ammunition and explosives.

Tonie Fort – Open Fortress Museum, ul. Jurajska; only group visits after a reserva-
tion in advance, the fort is under renovation – GPS N 50° 07’ 26.0”, E 19° 53’ 49.9”. 

[19] Prokocim Fort. It was erected in the years 1882–1886 as a typ-
ical artillery fort on the site of the earlier earth semi-permanent em-
bankments, dating from the 1870s. Its main task was protecting the so-
called Lemberg Route, that is, the road leading toward Lemberg. The 
enemy approaching from the east would be met with the fire of five bat-
teries of fort cannons, supported by the artillery battery. The entrance 
to the front was protected by the armoured bay with two machine guns 
placed on the gun carriages. The fort actively participated in the fights 
against the Russians in December of 1914, since the Russian offensive 
took place along the axis of the Lemberg Route. Prokocim Fort was cru-
cial for the defence of the entire fortress, since the next fort toward the 
north, Lasówka nad Wisłą Fort, was located almost 3 km away. The 
Austrian counterattack of December 6, supported by the fortress crew, 
set off from there and eventually drove the Russians out from the fore-
front of the fortress to Wieliczka. At present, the building is not in use. 

Prokocim Fort , ul. Medyczna/Kostaneckiego – GPS N 50° 00’ 38.2”, E 19° 59’ 45.9”.

[22] Oleandry: the First Cadre Company Departure Site. The sym-
bolic beginning of the Polish path to independence during the First World 
War was the departure of the First Cadre Company of the Riflemen from 
Krakow. This was the first Polish military formation since the time of the 
January Uprising. After spending the night in the buildings of the garden 
theatre called Oleandry, on the day of the Austro-Hungarian declaration 
of war against Russia, August 6, 1914, a company of about 150 people set 
off toward from the nearby border with Russia in Michałowice, and then 
marched to Kielce. They were charged with the task of starting an anti-
Russian insurrection in the Congress Kingdom of Poland. 

The monumental Józef Piłsudski House was erected in Oleandry 
in the interwar period for the headquarters of the Polish Legionaries As-
sociation. Nowadays, it houses e.g. the Independence Activity Museum. 
Its collection boasts objects associated with famous Polish command-
ers, legionary memorabilia, exhibitions devoted to the Second World 
War, the political opposition of the Polish People’s Republic, and so on.

Józef Piłsudski House – Independence Activity Museum, al. 3 Maja 7, tel: +48 12 
6334715; open to the public only after a telephone reservation – GPS N 50° 03’ 
36.6”, E 19° 55’ 14.1”.

MuChóWkA
[25] War Cemetery no. 308. The necropolis was lavishly designed 
by Franz Stark. The western part of the cemetery features a monument 
topped with a pyramid with a cross, while the eastern part consists of 
vast grave fields. There is also a concrete obelisk with a cross and panels 
for plaques with inscriptions, while further down the necropolis stands 
a stone cross, built into the eastern wall of the cemetery. 291 German 
soldiers from the 47th Prussian Infantry Division, 96 Austro-Hungarian 
soldiers, and 606 Russian soldiers are buried there. 

The vicinity of Łąkta, Muchówka and Leszczyna served as the arena 
for the fights of December 8, 1914 between the Austro-Hungarian Corps 
of General Roth (which included the German 47th Infantry Division as 
well) who were approaching Bochnia, against the Russian forces of the 
Third Army commanded by General Radko Dmitriev. Here, at the Lesz-
czyna – Rajbrot axis, the advance of the Austro-Hungarian and  German 
forces was halted. The fights were very bloody because the Germans 
brought there from the Western Front were unable to handle the defence 
without the field fortifications, while the Russians continuously attacked. 
The battles were also fought on December 10, when the Dmitriev Army 
began counterattack against the Roth forces.

War Cemetery no. 308 in Muchówka – GPS N 49° 52’ 05.1”, E 20° 25’ 40.5”.

kAMionkA MAłA
[26] War Cemetery no. 357. The cemetery, encircled by a wooden 
fence, was designed by Gustav Ludwig. The cemetery features both in-
dividual graves and mass graves with concrete steles with three kinds 
of crosses melted in – a different cross for each of the fighting armies. 
The cemetery also features a stone mound with a cross and concrete 
plaques bearing the names of the fallen soldiers. A magnificent wood-
en chapel based on a stone pedestal located further down in the cem-
etery was placed on the Wooden Architecture Trail thanks to its high 
artistic value. The cemetery is the burial site of 92 Austro-Hungarian, 
11 German and 157 Russian soldiers. They were mostly killed on the 
nearby Kobyła Mount above Rajbrot where bloody battles were fought 
December 8–13, 1914. The peak of this strategic mountain repeatedly 
changed hands, and each attack left hundreds of killed and wounded 
soldiers. The Russian units of the Eight Corps of the Eight Army com-
manded by General Brusilov were the enemy of the allies of the Royal-
Imperial Army (first the Germans from the 47th Prussian Infantry Regi-
ment, and then Hungarian Hussars). 

War Cemetery no. 357 in Kamionka Mała – GPS N 49° 47’ 11.8”, E 20° 29’ 05.6”.

ChyszóWki– The rydz-ŚMigły PAss
[27] The Monument of Encounter of Generations. The Rydz-Śmigły 
Pass features a cross dating from 1928 and an obelisk from 1938, locat-
ed next to the road, along the green hiking trail to Łopień. A monument 
commemorating the Home Army Soldiers was also placed there in 1998. 
All three objects constitute the Monument of Encounter of Gener-
ations. On the night of November 23, 1914, a legionary unit command-
ed by Edward Rydz-Śmigły ambushed the Cossacks from the 10th Rus-
sian Cavalry Division on this site. The Cossacks sent from Limanowa 
captured by the Russians, were supposed to reach the rear of the Aus-
tro-Hungarian forces unseen, and then wreak havoc at the front’s base, 
disorganize the communication and destroy a smaller units of the ene-
my. At the same time, four battalions of the First Regiment of Polish Le-
gions commanded by Józef Piłsudski arrived in Dobra. Piłsudski sent the 
Third Battalion headed by Edward Rydz-Śmigły to take up night quar-
ters in Chyszówki, however, marching through Jurków, the legionaries 
found out that the Russians were already stationed in Chyszówki. With 
a bold ambush attack, they defeated the Cossacks, took 89 prisoners of 
war, and most of all, captured 86 horses.

Monument of Encounter of Generations in Chyszówki – GPS N 49° 40’ 52.8”, E 20° 
16’ 51.8”.

liMAnoWA
[28-29] The Mieroszewski Family House – Józef Piłsudski’s 
Quarters and War Cemetery no. 366 – Quarter on the Parish 
Cemetery. The Mieroszewski Family House [28] is a wooden one-
story house with a glass porch. In 1914 it belonged to the county doctor, 
Kazimierz Mieroszewski (the father of Juliusz, the famous journalist who 
died in 1976). During the fiercest fights for Limanowa, he brought med-
ical assistance to the wounded soldiers. Józef Piłsudski and his Chief 
of Staff, Kazimierz Sosnkowski, took up quarters there on December 7, 
1914 after the Battle of Marcinkowice. 

Limanowa is also home to War Cemetery no. 366 [29]. 28 Aus-
tro-Hungarian and 8 Russian soldiers are buried there. The cemetery 
was designed by Gustav Ludwig, while the image of Christ leaning over 
the wounded soldier was painted by Franciszek Mrażek. The soldiers 
buried there were killed in action during the battles in the vicinity of 
Limanowa fought in the late November and early December of 1914. 
The Russians captured the town on November 20, then Limanowa was 
temporarily taken over by the Polish Legions, and it was ultimately re-
captured by the Hungarian Hussars in the early December of 1914. The 
fierce battles for Limanowa were fought until December 11, when the 
much weaker Austro-Hungarian forces managed to defend the town 
against the attacking Russians.

Mieroszewski Family House – Józef Piłsudski’s Quarters, ul. Matki Boskiej Bolesnej 
35 – GPS N 49° 42’ 16.1”, E 20° 25’ 46.4”. War Cemetery no. 366 in Limanowa, old 
Parish Cemetery, ul. Szwedzka – GPS N 49° 42’ 33.8”, E 20° 25’ 08.0”.

[30] War Cemetery no. 368 on Jabłoniec Hill. This representa-
tive necropolis of the 10th Limanowa cemetery district was designed by 
Gustav Ludvig. The main part of the necropolis with the chapel-mau-
soleum of Lieutenant Muhr in the shape of an artillery shell is located 
on the right, southern side of the cemetery. At present, the tomb in the 
chapel is empty, since before the Second World War, the family took the 
remains of the hero back to his fatherland. A monument with a con-
crete shell stands beneath, among the soldiers’ graves, located on the 
site of the lieutenant’s death. 161 Austro-Hungarian, 1 German, and 247 
Russian soldiers are buried in the individual and mass graves. An obe-
lisk with a cross on a round stone terrace is located on the other side of 
the road. Once a view of the town spread from there but after the Sec-
ond World War, the Red Army cemetery was created there. One more 
monument, located slightly below the main part of the cemetery on the 
fields from the side of the town, is a slander stone obelisk commemo-
rating Rittmeister Count Leonard Thun-Hohenstein. The family found-
ed the monument on the alleged site of his death.

War Cemetery no. 368 in Limanowa-Jabłoniec – GPS N 49° 41’ 19.6”, E 20° 26’ 10.8”.
 

[34-35] War Cemetery no. 350 and the Legionaries’ Quarter at 
the Communal Cemetery. The southwest part of the communal cem-
etery at Rejtana Street is taken by the large war quarter – War Ceme-
tery no. 350 [34] of the 10th Limanowa cemetery district, designed 
by Gustav Ludwig. Initially, the cemetery was much larger, but it was 
partially taken over by private, newer burials. The semi-circular colon-
nade surrounding the tall central obelisk with a sculpture of the knight 
leaning on a large sword is the most characteristic element of the cem-
etery that is visible from afar. The cemetery is the burial site of 905 Aus-
tro-Hungarian, 119 German and 252 Russian soldiers who were killed 
in action in November and December of 1914, and who also died in the 
subsequent months in the hospitals of Nowy Sącz. 

The same cemetery also features the Legionaries’ Quarter [35]. 
It stands out along the long wall with a figure of the soldier in a legion-
ary uniform and the “Maciejówka” fiddler-style cap on the head, and the 
inscription, “For you, Poland, and for your glory 1914-1918.” It is the burial 
site of 19 legionaries killed during the war, and the legionaries originat-
ing from Nowy Sącz who died in later years. It was founded by the Le-
gionaries’ Association in 1927. The Legion units were among the forces 
that recaptured Nowy Sącz from the Russian hands in December of 1914.

War Cemetery no. 350 in Nowy Sącz, Communal Cemetery, ul. Rejtana – GPS N 49° 
36’ 58.9”, E 20° 42’ 16.8”. Legionaries’ Quarter at Communal Cemetery in Nowy 
Sącz, ul. Rejtana – GPS N 49° 37’ 01.1”, E 20° 42’ 16.9”. 

[38] War Cemetery no. 91. Located on the top of Cmentarna Mount, 
the necropolis is a representative cemetery of the 3rd Gorlice cemetery 
district, designed by Gustav Ludvig and Emil Ladewig. The entrance to 
the cemetery leads through the enormous gate with three arcades. The 
area of the cemetery, encircled by a sandstone wall, is divided into four 
grave fields. The centre of the cemetery features a monumental cross 
with a plaque commemorating the fallen soldiers of Polish origin that 
was placed in 1928. The necropolis was initially the burial site of 427 
Austro-Hungarian, 139 German and 287 Russian soldiers. Later on, the 
total number of people buried here rose to 1,441. 

Cmentarna Mount (357 metres above sea level), towering above the 
town, was a key position on the line of Russian defence during the Bat-
tle of Gorlice. Nonetheless, the 82nd German Infantry Division, where 
many Poles from the Greater Poland served, managed to quickly cap-
ture its peak, which allowed the outflanking of the Russians defending 
in the centre and firing at the town buildings and the roads entering 
Gorlice from the east, thanks to the cannons hauled to the peak of the 
mount. This way all the Russian attempts at counterattack that would 
bring help to the defenders were thwarted. 

War Cemetery no. 91 in Gorlice, ul. Korczaka – GPS N 49° 39’ 58.3”, E 21° 09’ 09.2”. 

BogonioWiCe
[41] War Cemetery no. 138. The necropolis designed by Jan Szczep-
kowski is one of the most interesting architecturally Galician cemeter-
ies dating from the First World War. It was established on the steep slope 
in the shape of a trapezium. The graves are located on several terrac-
es cut out in the slope. The cemetery is surrounded by a wall on three 
sides, and enclosed at the back with a taller wall of a chapel character. 
The lower corners near the road feature bulgy cylindrical pseudo tow-
ers, topped with shingled roofs. The cemetery is the place of eternal rest 
for 87 fallen soldiers from the Austro-Hungarian and German armies. 

In the spring of 1915 the front ran in the vicinity of Bogoniowice on 
the line of the hill in the east side of the Biała River Valley, above the 
village of Tursko. This is where the Prussian Guarde du Corps units of 
the 11th Army commanded by General Mackensen attacked the Russian 
positions on May 2, 1915, that is, on the first day of the Battle of Gor-
lice. Thanks to the excellent artillery preparation, the First Division of 
Guarde du Corps Infantry fighting above Tursko managed to conquer 
the Russian lines on Hill 358 within mere 15 minutes. Further south, 
fierce battles were fought for other hills: nos. 382 and 405, and this is 
where many of the German soldiers buried on the Bogoniowice Cem-
etery were killed in action. 

War Cemetery no. 138 in Bogoniowice – GPS N 49° 48’ 15.8”, E 20° 58’ 18.1”.

łoWCzóWek
[44] War Cemetery no. 171. This most famous necropolis of the 
6th Tarnów cemetery district was designed by Siegfried Heller and Hein-
rich Scholz. The cemetery is encircled by a stone wall covered with a shin-
gled roof. The brick Chapel of the Blessed Virgin Mary the Queen of Po-
land with an altar constitutes the central element of the cemetery. The 
building was erected on a plan of a rectangle with an apse, and its roof 
is ornamented by a flèche with a Latin cross on top. The graves in front 
of the chapel are arranged in rows perpendicular to the path, running 
across the middle of the cemetery field, while the graves located behind 
the chapel are arranged in a fan-shaped way in semi-circles. The Polish 
legionaries and Austrian soldiers killed in action in 1914 are buried in 
the lower part of the cemetery, while the Austrian and Russian soldiers 
killed in 1915 – in the upper part. The graves feature five types of cross-
es, e.g. cast-iron crosses with plaques at the intersection point, typical 
for Jan Szczepkowski’s designs. The necropolis on Kopaliny Mount is 
the burial site of 113 out of 128 legionaries killed in action in the Battle 
of Łowczówek from the 1st and 5th Infantry Regiments of the First Bri-
gade of the Polish Legions. The battle, fought December 22–25, 1914, 
was one of the episodes of the Russian “Christmas” offensive. It is also 
the burial site of 159 other Austro-Hungarian and 239 Russian soldiers 
(mostly Poles from the Russian-occupied part of Poland). 

War Cemetery no. 171 in Łowczówek – GPS N 49° 54’ 25.0”, E 20° 58’ 01.5”.

[47-48] The Former Austro-Hungarian Barracks and the Former 
Austro-Hungarian Garrison Headquarters. Initially (since 1833), 
the building housed the main military hospital, but in the second half of 
the 19th century, it was designated as barracks. It is the largest build-
ing of the type in Tarnów. The Austro-Hungarian Army had at its dis-
posal many buildings and vast areas, used e.g. as stables, riding hall, 
and other structures for the Uhlan horses. This building also served as 
the headquarters of the Austrian garrison [48]. Nowadays, the 
building is much larger than in the times of the Royal-Imperial Mon-
archy – in the interwar period, it was made higher by one floor and the 
façade was reconstructed in the neo-Classical style. After the capture 
of Tarnów, the Russian occupying forces took over the barracks. Most 
of the costs of maintaining the Russian garrison was transferred to the 
city, which nearly brought the financial collapse on Tarnów. After the 
Russian forces were driven out to the east and Tarnów was recaptured 
by the Austro-Hungary, the town authorities were accused of collabo-
ration with the Russian occupier. For instance, attempts were made to 
put the heroic town mayor, Tadeusz Tertil, on trial.

Former Austro-Hungarian Barracks and the Austro-Hungarian Garrison Headquarters 
– Higher State Vocational School, ul. Mickiewicza 8 – GPS N 50° 00’ 57.1”, E 20° 59’ 25.7”.

MArCinkoWiCe 
[31-32] The Morawski Family Manor and War Cemetery no. 352. 
Józef Piłsudski took up quarters in the manor [31] of Alfred Fauck ( after 
the war the manor belonged to the Morawski Family) on the night of 
December 5, 1914. The future Marshal arrived there, after he overtook 
the remaining Austro-Hungarian forces by several kilometres, while 
chasing the Russians retreating from Limanowa, as the commander of 
several battalions of the First Brigade of the Polish Legions. At present, 
the building houses a school and a small “Legionaries in Marcinko-
wice” Historical Museum. 

The next day the legionaries were attacked by the overwhelming 
Russian forces of the 8th Corps of the Eight Army commanded by Gen-
eral Brusilov. The Poles avoided the encirclement and the total defeat 
by withdrawing toward Limanowa. However, 12 legionaries were killed 
in this battle and many became wounded. Nine of them are buried at 
War Cemetery no. 352 [32], designed by Gustav Ludvig. The graves 
of 25 other Austro-Hungarian and 5 Russian soldiers are located next 
to the monument commemorating the legionaries, erected by the resi-
dents of Marcinkowice in 1915. It is worth noting the shells built in the 
pedestal of the legionary obelisk – the legionaries are said to have died 
of the Russian artillery fire.

Morawski Family Manor in Marcinkowice – School Historical Museum at the W. Or-
kan School Complex, Marcinkowice 1, tel: +48 18 4433185; museum is temporarily 
closed due to renovation – GPS N 49° 40’ 04.6”, E 20° 38’ 48.4”. War Cemetery no. 
352 in Marcinkowice – GPS N 49° 39’ 43.5”, E 20° 38’ 44.4”.

MAłAsTóW
[36] War Cemetery no. 60. Similarly to all cemeteries in the 1st Żmigrod 
cemetery district, the necropolis on Małastowska Pass was designed 
by Dušan Jurkovič. Surrounded by a wooden fence, the necropolis was 
carefully renovated. It is the burial site of 174 soldiers from the Austro- 
-Hungarian Army, including many Poles. The cemetery features wood-
en grave crosses, characteristic for Jurkovič’s designs, and the uniquely 
original wooden matzevah on the grave of Mendel Brod, an Austro-Hun-
garian soldier of Jewish origin. Further down in the cemetery, a soar-
ing building with small shingled roofs and a cross composition, at first 
resembling a chapel, also attracts attention. 

Battles were fought in the vicinity not only during the Battle of Gor-
lice but also during the earlier winter months, when the Eight Russian 
Army commanded by General Brusilov repeatedly charged on the Car-
pathian line, in order to force their way through the mountain passes 
to the Hungarian Plane.

War Cemetery no. 60 in Małastów – GPS N 49° 32’ 38.0”, E 21° 14’ 37.5”.

łużnA-PusTki
[39] War Cemeteries nos. 123 and 122. The largest of the war ne-
cropolises in Western Galicia dating from the time of the First World 
War, War Cemetery no. 123 [39b] is located in the beech forest on the 
steep slope of the mount. This representative cemetery of the 4th Łużnia 
cemetery district was designed by Jan Szczepkowski. Once the necrop-
olis was ornamented by a wooden gontina designed by Dušan Jurkovič, 
which unfortunately, burnt down in the 1980s. Particular quarters are 
located asymmetrically and are linked by paths and stone steps wind-
ing on the slope. The cemetery is the burial site of over 909 Austro-Hun-
garian, 65 German, and 226 Russian soldiers, killed not only during the 
Battle of Gorlice, but also during the first four months of 1915 in trench 
warfare. War Cemetery no. 122 is located several metres below. 154 
Russian soldiers, killed on May 2, 1915, are buried t here.

In the spring of 1915, Pustki Hill was one of the key positions of the 
first line of Russian fortifications. The fights began on April 30. The at-
tacking Austro-Hungarian forces consisted mostly of Poles. The fratri-
cidal fight – despite the first successes of the attackers – turned out to be 
very bloody. Nonetheless, the Galician regiments from Wadowice and 
Cieszyn pushed upward and in an hour and a half managed to plant the 
imperial black and yellow flag on the top of the mount. 

War Cemeteries nos. 123 and 122 in Łużna-Pustki – GPS N 49° 43’ 03.0”, E 21° 03’ 42.4”.

zAkliCzyn
[42] War Cemetery no. 293. The necropolis, part of the 8th Brzesko 
cemetery district, was designed by Robert Motka. This is a unique ne-
cropolis, as it is the only cemetery among the war cemeteries in West-
ern Galicia that was established from the start exclusively for soldiers 
of Jewish origin (other Jewish quarters were established on the already 
existing Jewish cemeteries). The necropolis in the shape of a rectan-
gle is encircled by a thick metal chain spread between concrete poles. 
The tombstones made of cast concrete bear the shape of the matzevot 
with the Stars of David, and are placed symmetrically in the groups of 
three. The entire cemetery is enclosed with the stone wall bearing the 
memorial inscription in German: “Only those, whose footsteps have 
brought them to [visit] us, the dead, are worthy of the fruits of our vic-
tory.” 11 Austro-Hungarian soldiers and 1 Russian soldier are buried 
there. They were most likely killed in action during the fights of Decem-
ber 1914, or in the subsequent months, when the front stopped in the 
vicinity of Zakliczyn until the Battle of Gorlice.

War Cemetery no. 293 in Zakliczyn – GPS N 49° 51’ 15.0”, E 20° 49’ 02.3”.

TArnóW
[45] The Monument of the Unknown Soldier. Erected in 1931, the 
monument has a form of a grave-mound. The man-made stone mound, 
made of artificial porphyry and glacial erratics, features a polyhedral 
sandstone monument bearing the inscription: “To the Unknown Sol-
dier who died for the Fatherland 1914–1920.” The monument is crowned 
with an urn of the ashes of the unknown fallen soldier, stylized as a tall 
iron flame, symbolizing an oil lamp. The flowerbed planted with white 
and red flowers in front complements the monument. 

In the interwar period, the monument was a site of the most im-
portant ceremonies commemorating not only the soldiers fallen in the 
fight for independence of Poland but also the events of the Great War 
in Tarnów. The town was occupied by the Russian army for half a year 
– from November 10, 1914 to May 6, 1915. The town was located right 
behind the front line since the late December until the liberation, and 
it survived several series of artillery bombardments, during which the 
railway station was destroyed among others. 

Monument of the Unknown Soldier, pl. Ofiar Katynia – GPS N 50° 00’ 49.1”, E 20° 
59’ 09.0”.

[49] The Sanguszko Palace – the Former Staff Headquarters of 
the Russian Forces. The Sanguszko Family of the Pahonia coat of 
arms were the last private owners of Tarnów (until 1787), but the family 
resided here for many years afterwards – until 1945. The palace in the 
former village of Gumniska (the present district of Tarnów) was erect-
ed in the late 18th century. It was rebuilt ca. 1834 and the residence was 
enhanced by a neo-Gothic chapel and neo-Renaissance elements in the 
late 19th century. A large park encircles the building. The palace, which 
after the November Uprising became the headquarters of Władysław 
Sanguszko, in the autumn of 1914, served as the quarters of General 
Chełmicki, the commander of the Cossack Cavalry Division of the 10th 
Corps of the Third Army commanded by General Radko Dimitriev, and 
then of other commanders of the Russian garrison. The garrison left the 
town without a fight on May 6, 1915, threatened by being cut off from the 
remainder of the Russian Army, resulting from the breakthrough of the 
front south of Tarnów during the Battle of Gorlice. The palace housed 
a police station after the Second World War.

Sanguszko Palace – Former Staff Headquarters of the Russian Forces, at present 
Economic-Horticultural School Complex, ul. Sanguszków 28 – GPS N 50° 00’ 18.4”, 
E 21° 00’ 28.1”. 

noWy sąCz
[33] The Oak of Freedom. The central part of the Municipal Planty 
Park features an enormous oak tree. The tree commemorates Poland’s 
regaining independence after the over-century-long slavery. The Nowy 
Sącz patriots spontaneously planted it on November 11, 1918 – the day 
when Poland regained independence. At the turn of October and No-
vember of 1918, the Sącz patriots managed to disarm the Austro-Hun-
garian forces stationing in Nowy Sącz, and to take over civil power. 
The conspirators were mostly members of the Polish Military Organi-
zation, but the Poles who were officers in the Austro-Hungarian Army 
were also among them. In the course of time, the section of the Planty 
Park with the Oak of Freedom became the site of patriotic meetings. The 
tree survived the years of the Nazi German occupation and the com-
munist times, and in 1988 a memorial rock was placed next to it, bear-
ing the inscription: “The Oak of Freedom – 1918”.

Oak of Freedom – Municipal Planty Park, ul. Długosza/Jagiellońska – GPS N 49° 
37’ 12.8”, E 20° 41’ 38.4”.

gorliCe
[37] The I. Łukasiewicz PTTK Regional Museum. The museum 
building is easily recognizable thanks to a large graffiti on the eleva-
tion depicting the soldiers from the First World War period. The muse-
um has collected many exhibits associated with the Battle of Gorlice 
fought May 2–5, 1915. It was one of the most significant battles of the 
First World War, since it led to the one of the largest breakthroughs of 
the front in the history of Europe. As a result of the Battle of Gorlice, 
the Austrian and German forces finally drove the Russian army out to 
the east and forced it to retreat. The museum features e.g. a model of 
the battle with the marked positions of the fighting armies, as well as 
many elements of the uniform, military and combat equipment ( rifles, 
bayonets, cartridge bags, mess-tins, and so on). Also noteworthy are 
memento items, made after the battle from the fragments of the mili-
tary equipment; a monstrance made o f Mauser rifle bullets and  artillery 
shells stands out among them. The basement features an exhibition 
presenting the uniforms of the armies fighting in Galicia during the 
First World War. Among the wax figures are Emperor Franz Joseph and 
General Mackensen.

I. Łukasiewicz PTTK Regional Museum, ul. Wąska 7–9, tel: +48 18 3522615, 
http://www.gorlice.pttk.pl, open: Tue–Fri 9am – 4pm – GPS N 49° 39’ 24.5”, E 21° 
09’ 25.3”.

sTAszkóWkA
[40] War Cemetery no. 118. The necropolis on Patria Hill stands out 
with four large stone pylons – two of them are topped with the iron swords 
sticking out to the sky. This monument, visible from afar, was designed 
by German sculptor Hermann Kurt Hosaeus, whereas the grave fields, 
fences and tombstones were designed by Anton Müller. The cemetery 
is the burial site for the total of 439 German, 281 Austro-Hungarian and 
43 Russian soldiers. A beautiful view of the vicinity spreads from this 
carefully renovated necropolis.

On May 2, 1915, the Russian fortifications on the hill, surrounded by 
abatises with barb-wire entanglement and minefields were attacked by 
the German infantry units of the Second Division of the Prussian Guarde 
du Corps. It turned out that the several-hour-long artillery fire by mistake 
omitted this part of the Russian lines and the First Regiment of Prussian 
Grenadiers, crossing through minefields, was caught under the enemy 
gun machine fire. Finally, thanks to the advances of the division on the 
remaining sections, this hill was also captured but the regiment was 
decimated and suffered the loss of over 600 killed or wounded soldiers. 

War Cemetery no. 118 in Staszkówka – GPS N 49° 44’ 59.8”, E 21° 01’ 01.1”.

luBinkA And dąBróWkA szCzePAnoWskA
[43] War Cemetery Complex – Cemeteries nos. 191, 192 and 193. 
All three necropolises were designed by Heinrich Scholz and are the 
burial sites of the soldiers killed in action in the battles fought in the 
late December 1914 and in February and May of 1915. War Cemetery 
no. 191 is ornamented by a characteristic tall stone obelisk with a re-
lief depicting the ancient Greek helmet in the lower part and the lau-
rel wreaths at the top. 93 Austro-Hungarian and 111 Russian soldiers 
are buried there. War Cemetery no. 192 is a large necropolis with the 
central neo-Renaissance chapel. The grave fields on both sides of the 
chapel are the burial site of 358 Austro-Hungarian and 217 Russian sol-
diers. War Cemetery no. 193 consists of two separate quarters, lo-
cated 100 metres away from each other, and established directly on the 
battlefield among the trench lines and craters made by artillery shell ex-
plosions. A magnificent monument with memorial inscriptions consti-
tutes the central point of the cemetery. It is the burial site of 358 Aus-
tro-Hungarian and 235 Russian soldiers.

War Cemetery no. 191 on Lubinka Hill – GPS N 49° 54’ 33.4”, E 20° 53’ 57.0”. War 
Cemetery no. 192 on Lubinka Hill – GPS N 49° 54’ 35.8”, E 20° 53’ 31.2”. War Cem-
etery no. 193 in Dąbrówka Szczepanowska – GPS N 49° 54’ 33.4”, E 20° 53’ 57.0”.

[46] The Former Military Hospital. The former hospital is located 
behind a one-storey pavilion in the large garden at the intersection of 
Piłsudskiego and Słowackiego Streets. The monumental neo-Roman 
building was erected in 1855 especially for the needs of the military 
health service. Previously, the main garrison hospital was located at 
Mickiewicza Street. During the First World War, Tarnów – as the front 
city – was home to many military hospitals, and the most important one 
was located here. The magnificent building featured high vaulted corri-
dors and spatial rooms for patients. Several Polish doctors worked there 
during the Russian occupation, and after the Austro-Hungarian Army 
again captured the town, they were accused of collaboration with the 
occupier. The building was associated with military medicine also in 
the later years: the Garrison Chamber of the Sick was established there 
in the interwar period, and during the Second World War it was used as 
a military hospital. Nowadays, the building is known as the Youth Pal-
ace and it houses a youth culture club.

Former Military Hospital – Youth Palace, ul. Piłsudskiego 24 – GPS N 50° 01’ 01.7”, 
E 20° 59’ 07.6”.

[50] War Cemeteries. The largest Tarnów necropolis dating from the 
First World War is Cemetery no. 200 in Chyszówki, designed by An-
ton Müller. After the war, the corpses of the fallen soldiers, exhumed 
from other war cemeteries in Tarnów and its vicinity, were transferred 
there. The cemetery is the burial site of the total of 1,619 soldiers from 
the Austro-Hungarian, German, Russian, Serbian, Italian, Ukrainian 
and Polish armies. Another necropolis, Cemetery no. 201, features 43 
graves marked with concrete slates in the shape of matzevot with the 
Hebrew inscriptions, where Austro-Hungarian soldiers of Jewish origin 
are buried. The fence of concrete poles and iron piper, and the sandstone 
monument are the only traces left after War Cemetery no. 202. The 
remains of the soldiers buried there were transferred to Cemetery no. 
200. War Cemetery no. 202a, with a tall wooden cross in the centre, is 
a quarter of the legionaries from Tarnów. The only remnant of War Cem-
etery no. 203, designed by Heinrich Scholz, is the tall concrete cross.

War Cemetery no. 200 in Tarnów, ul. Chyszowska/Łukasiewicza – GPS N 50° 00’ 
58.4”, E 20° 57’ 38.7”. War Cemetery no. 201 in Tarnów, the Jewish cemetery, ul. 
Słoneczna/Szpitalna; visiting possible after obtaining the key from the Regional Mu-
seum (Rynek 20–21) or from the Tarnów Information Centre (Rynek 7), tel: +48 14 
6212149 – GPS N 50° 01’ 07”, E 20° 59’ 41”. War Cemetery no. 202 in Tarnów, ul. 
Szpitalna/al. Matki Bożej Fatimskiej – GPS N 50° 01’ 31”, E 20° 59’ 49”. War Cem-
etery no. 202a in Tarnów, Old Communal Cemetery, ul. Konarskiego/Tuchowska 
– GPS N 50° 00’ 31.4”, E 20° 59’ 20.7”. War Cemetery no. 203 in Tarnów, New Com-
munal Cemetery, ul. Krzyska – GPS N 50° 02’ 02”, E 20° 59’ 36”.

MiChAłoWiCe
[11] Obelisk on the border between the Austrian- and Rus-
sian-occupied parts of Poland. The border between the Austri-
an- and Russian-occupied parts of Poland once ran through the village 
of Michałowice. The First Cadre Company of the Polish Legions head-
ing to Kielce crossed the border in the summer of 1914, in order to com-
mence the fight for the independence of Poland.

In 1936 an obelisk was placed there bearing the inscription: “At the 
order of Commander Józef Piłsudki, the First Cadre Company of the 
Polish Legions, on their way to fight for honour and the independence 
of the fatherland, demolished the border poles of the former occupiers 
of Poland on this site on August 6, 1914.” This way the legionaries sym-
bolically rejected the division of Poland among the partitioning mon-
archies that had been established over 100 years earlier. This gesture 
was supposed to emphasize the fact that their fight aimed not only at 
the removal of the occupying powers, but also at the unification of the 
Polish lands and regaining of independence. 

Obelisk at the border of the Austrian- and Russian-occupied parts of Poland, 
Michałowice-Komora – GPS N 50° 08’ 21.3”, E 19° 58’ 09.9”.

krAkoW
[12-13] Krakow Fortress Trail. The Austrian authorities official-
ly recognized Krakow as a fortress in 1856. After the expansion, Kra-
kow Fortress became the largest stronghold in the entire Austro-Hun-
garian Monarchy. During the fights in the autumn of 1914, the fortress 
played a crucial role in halting the Russian “stream roller” offensive. The 
trail, featuring 38 large forts and many smaller fortification and mili-
tary structures, runs mostly along the so-called front military road, i.e. 
a road providing connection between particular parts of the fortress. 
The trail is marked with the colours of the Habsburg Monarchy: yel-
low and black. The trail consists of two sections: northern [12] (60 
km) and southern [13] (41 km) and. The former runs along the north-
ern bank of the Vistula River from Mogiła Fort, along the forts located 
north of the city, to the west toward Bielany, where it returns through 
the Wolski Forest and Sikornik Hill to Salwator. Whereas the southern 
section links the forts located south of the Vistula River: from Lasówka 
Fort, along the forts of the southern part of the external fortress ring, 
to the west, where it turns back along the Vistula toward Krzemionki 
in Podgórze, and ends in the unique St. Benedict’s Fort.

The beginning of the northern section of Trail: Mogiła Fort, Igołomska – GPS N 50° 
03’ 58.8”, E 20° 04’ 18.0”; the end of the section: Salwator – GPS N 50° 03’ 08.9”, 
E 19° 54’ 47.9”. The beginning of the southern section of the Trail: the intersection 
of Rybitwy and Golikówka Streets – GPS N 50° 02’ 33.4”, E 20° 02’ 07.6”; the end of 
the section: St. Benedict’s Fort – GPS N 50° 02’ 35.0”, E 19° 57’ 26.6”. 

The palace in Mirów, photo by J. Gorlach

The Monument of the Independence Fighters, 
photo by J. Gorlach

A monument on the Rydz-Śmigły Pass, 
photo by J. Gorlach

War Cemetery no. 366 in Limanowa, 
photo by J. Gorlach

The legionaries’ quarter on the parish 
cemetery in Bydlin, photo by J. Gorlach

Jangrot – Cieplice War Cemetery, 
photo by J. Gorlach

War Cemetery no. 368 in Limanowa-Jabłoniec, 
photo by J. Gorlach

The manor in Marcinkowice, 
photo by M. Piotrowski, the “Treasures 
of Małopolska” Competition Archives

The Oak of Freedom in Nowy Sącz, 
photo by J. Gorlach

A sculpture of a knight on War Cemetery 
no. 350 in Nowy Sącz, photo by R. Korzeniowski

War Cemetery no. 60 in Małastów, 
photo by J. Gorlach

A museum exhibition of wax figures in the 
PTTK Museum in Gorlice, photo by M. Czapla

Krzesławice Fort, photo by P. Jasion

War Cemetery no. 91 in Gorlice, 
photo by J. Gorlach

War Cemetery no. 123 in Łużna, 
photo by K. Bzowski

War Cemetery no. 118 in Staszkówka, 
photo by J. Gorlach

MieChóW
[3-4] The War Quarter from the First World War and the Mon-
ument of the Independence Fighters. The intelligence units of the 
First Cadre Company entered Miechów on August 7, 1914. On August 9, 
the First Cadre Company was joined here by another unit that had de-
parted from Krzeszowice together with Józef Piłsudski three days earlier. 
In Miechów, the two groups of riflemen were transformed into a battal-
ion, marked as number III in the subsequent months and commanded by 
Edward Rydz-Śmigły. A War Quarter dating from the First World 
War [3] – or in fact its remnants since most of the soldier graves were 
used for civil burials after the Second World War – is located near the 
southern fence of the cemetery, at the end of a long alley. Only a wood-
en cross and a memorial plaque have been preserved until this day. At 
least 520 Russian and 124 Austro-Hungarian soldiers were buried there. 
They were killed in action during the battles of 1914 and 1915, espe-
cially during the Russian “steam roller” offensive in November of 1914.

The Monument of the Independence Fighters [4], dating from 
1916 and located on the Miechów Market Square, is also dedicated to 
the legionaries from the First Company. The sculpture of an eagle tak-
ing off and flying upward was located on the top of the tall stone obe-
lisk. It features a cross in the laurel wreath and an inscription in Polish 
and German: “In memory of the heroes of all nationalities killed in ac-
tion in the Miechów district in the years 1914–1915.” 

War Quarter on the Parish Cemetery in Miechów, ul. Piłsudskiego – GPS N 50° 21’ 
05”, E 20° 01’ 36”. Monument of the Independence Fighters, Rynek – GPS N 50° 21’ 
23.3”, E 20° 01’ 40.2”.

kAliŚ
[5] Ogonów War Cemetery. 855 soldiers who were killed in action in 
the battles fought November 18-27, 1914, and who died later on in the mil-
itary hospital in Wolbrom are buried on the war cemetery in Kaliś. Among 
the 773 Austro-Hungarian soldiers of the First Army headed by General 
Viktor  Dankl are the Czechs, Austrians, Poles, Hungarian, and the Slo-
vaks. A Polish legionary was also buried there. The graves of 81 Russian 
soldiers of the Ninth Army of General Plato Leczycki are located nearby. 

In November of 1914, the Russian offensive on Krakow and  Silesia, 
the so-called “steam roller,” approached the Jurassic Krakowsko- 
-Częstochowska Upland. However, the units of the Ninth Russian Army 
commanded by General Plato Leczycki encountered the Austro-Hungar-
ian forces of the First Army commanded by General Viktor Dankl ready 
for defence at the line of the limestone hills. A part of the Fourth Aus-
tro-Hungarian Army commanded by Archduke Joseph Ferdinand was 
getting ready to counterattack in the vicinity of Krakow. Fierce battles 
were fought in the vicinity of the village of Kaliś, as the front stopped 
there for about six weeks.

Ogonów War Cemetery in Kaliś – GPS N 50° 22’ 29.7”, E 19° 44’ 09.9”.
Ogonów War Cemetery in Kaliś, 
photo by J. Gorlach

The war quarter on the parish cemetery in 
Skała, photo by J. Gorlach

The war cemetery in Rzeplin at the road to 
Krasienice, photo by K. Bzowski

The obelisk in Michałowice-Komora, 
photo by J. Gorlach

Benedict Fort, photo by M. Czapla

Grębałów Fort, photo by J. Gorlach

Tonie Fort, photo by J. Nowostawska- 
-Gyalókay, MIK Archives

Rajsko Fort, photo by J. Gorlach

Kosocice Fort, photo by J. Gorlach

Prokocim Fort, photo by J. Gorlach

Home Army Museum in Krakow, 
Home Army Museum Archives

Polish Aviation Museum in Krakow, 
photo by J. Gorlach

The J. Piłsudski House on Oleandry in 
Krakow, photo by J. Gorlach

The obelisk on Kaim Hill, photo by J. Gorlach

War Quarter no. 381 on the communal cemetery 
in Wieliczka, photo by R. Korzeniowski

A tombstone on War Cemetery no. 308 
in Muchówka, photo by J. Gorlach

War Cemetery no. 357 in Kamionka 
Mała, photo by K. Bzowski

War Cemetery no. 138 in Bogoniowice, 
photo by J. Gorlach

War Cemetery no. 293 in Zakliczyn, 
photo by J. Gorlach

War Cemetery no. 192 on Lubinka, Archives of 
the Starost County Office in Tarnów

War Cemetery no. 171 in Łowczówek, Archives 
of the Starost County Office in Tarnów 

The Monument of the Unknown Soldier in 
Tarnów, photo by J. Gorlach

The Youth Palace, photo by J. Gomoła 

The former Austrian barracks in Tarnów, 
photo by J. Gorlach

The Sanguszko Family Palace in Tarnów, 
photo by J. Gorlach

War Cemetery no. 203 in Tarnów, 
photo by J. Gorlach

The MAłoPolskA PATh To indePendenCe

The political atmosphere of Galicia in the years preceding the out-
break of the First World War was very heated. One of the trends 

that gained greater and greater influence at the time was the inde-
pendence movement headed by the political emigrée from Russia, 
Józef Piłsudski. Born in 1867 in Lithuania (in the vicinity of Vilnius), 
he joined the Russian revolutionary movement during his universi-
ty years in Charkov, and for his alleged participation in the prepara-
tion of the tsar assassination attempt, he spent five years in exile in 
Siberia. After his return, he became involved in the socialist activity 
but soon began regarding socialist ideas as only a means to an end 
in the goal of Polish independence. 

In 1911 Piłsudski managed to establish in Krakow the Riflemen’s As-
sociation (popularly known as the Rifleman), i.e. a paramilitary organ-
ization meant to be the origin of the Polish Underground State. After 
the outbreak of the First World War, the riflemen’s units (both the Rifle-
man and other similar organizations) gave birth to the Polish Legions 
that fought on the side of the Central Powers against the tsarist Russia.

The symbolic beginning of the Polish path to independence during 
the First World War was the departure of the First Cadre Company of 
the Riflemen from Krakow. This first Polish military formation since 
the time of the January Uprising, set off from Krakow’s Oleandry on 
the day of the Austro-Hungarian declaration of war against Russia, 
August 6, 1914, heading toward the nearby border with Russia in Michałowice, and then marched to Kielce. Fewer 
than two hundred members of the Rilfemen’s Association and other rifle organizations from Galicia were charged 
with the task of starting an anti-Russian insurrection in the Congress Kingdom of Poland.

Soon, the First Company was followed by other riflemen’s units together with Józef Piłsudski. Unfortunately, 
his plans of starting an uprising in Congress Poland turned out to be unrealistic, which was soon noticed by the 
Austrian command, who even demanded that the riflemen’s units are dissolved and incorporated into the Aus-
tro-Hungarian army. Fortunately, the political umbrella of the legal political parties, operating in Galicia since 
before the war, offered protection for the riflemen’s movement. Thanks to their influence, the Polish Legions were 
formed in Vienna on August 16, 1914, in order to fight against Russia on the side of Austro-Hungary. Piłsudski re-
ported to the Polish Legions together with his riflemen’s units, declaring his willingness to join them, in subordi-
nation to the Galician Supreme National Committee.

Instead of the intended two legions: Eastern Legion and Western Legion, only the latter was eventually estab-
lished in the summer of 1914. However, soon afterwards, the growing forces of the Western Legion entered the 
fights, incorporated into one regiment headed by Józef Piłsudski. In the middle of December of 1914, thanks to 
the continuing influx of volunteers, the First Brigade of the Polish Legions was established, and Piłsudski, who 
was now promoted to Brigadier, was put in its command.

Meanwhile, the new legion regiments (Second and Third), formed in September of 1914, were transferred by the 
Austro-Hungarian command to the Eastern Carpathians, where they fought fierce battles in the fall and winter. This 
is also where the Second Brigade, the so-called Carpathian Brigade, was formed in May of 1915. The Third Bri-
gade was also established at the same time and consisted of the Fourth and Sixth Regiments of the Legion Infantry. 

All three brigades were united only in Octo-
ber of 1915, when they were transferred to 
the front in Volhynia. They then constitut-
ed the total of about 16,500 soldiers. In the 
middle of 1916, all three brigades were of-
ficially incorporated into the Polish Auxil-
iary Corps, and then into the Polish Armed 
Forces that fought not on the side of the 
Austro-Hungarian forces but on the side of 
the German army. 

In July of 1917 Piłsudski invoked the so-
called Oath Crisis: the legionaries of the 
First and Third Brigades declined to swear 
allegiance and obedience to the Emper-
or Wilhelm II of Germany. Some of them 
were interned, Piłsudski was imprisoned in 
Magdeburg, and the remainder of the sol-
diers (originating from Galicia) were incor-
porated into the Austro-Hungarian Army. 
Most of the Second Brigade did make the 
oath but in February of 1918, when the Cen-
tral Powers gave the Chełm region away to 
the emerging independent Ukraine, these 
soldiers forced their way through the front 
near Rarańcza to Russia. This was the end 
of the legion epic, which became legendary 
in the postwar years.

krAkoW forTress

Krakow Fortress (German Festung Krakau), which played a crucial role in the battles fought in the late 1914 north 
and south of the capital of Małopolska, impresses with the grandeur of design until this very day.

This unique complex of military structures was created in several stages in the years 1848–1916. The first stage 
was completed on May 26, 1856, and on that day Austrian authorities officially recognized Krakow as a strong-
hold. On the eve of the outbreak of the Great War, it was the largest stronghold in Central and Eastern Europe and 
its basic operational crew consisted of 12,000 people, mostly Poles. 176 structures, such as forts, military shelters, 
artillery batteries, as well as barracks, storage units, and military hospitals, were scattered on the area of over 
500 square km. A military airport was established in Rakowice in 1912, as one of the first airbases in Europe. The 
road network with bridges was also an integral element of the stronghold. While preparing the fortress for the 
war, the military authorities ordered the construction of field fortifications, indispensable for the fort function-
ing under war conditions. In order to facilitate the fort operation, it was necessary to create not only a network of 
trenches and abatises in front of and between the forts of the external ring, but also to destroy the existing build-
ings located on the forefront – this is how many houses and farmsteads were demolished in 1914, including the 
Mansion in Pękowice, located in front of Fort no. 44a.

The citadel – Wawel Hill – constituted the centre of the fortress, which was surrounded by a ring of fortifications. 
The first ring of fortifications was established in the 1860s and was located merely 600–800 m away from the Main 
Market Square, and included III Kleparz Bastion, and the course of this ring is now reflected in the outline of Trzech 
Wieszczów Avenues. The external lane of the fortifications, built at the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries was lo-
cated about 11 km away from the city centre, and included such forts as Kosocice, Pasternik, Tonie or Grębałów.

Famous writer and at the same time war correspondent on the Eastern Front of the Great War, Ferenc Mol-
nár, described Krakow Fortress as follows in the late January of 1915: “Mightily armed, the fortress guards the 
German-Austro-Hungarian border. Beyond the forts, everyday life full of temperament goes on in this wonder-
ful Polish city during the day. If you have seen the crowded afternoon course of events, fully packed confection-
aries and the public arriving at the theatre, you would hardly believe that you are so close to the Russian border, 
in the stronghold in the time of war. You are reminded of the war only by a terrible noise on the street caused 
by the mortar battery passing by, and the army marching south. … Half past nine in the evening, all grows dark 
and quiet. Then Krakow truly becomes a fortress. Life and commotion only go on in the military headquarters”.

The Krakow Fortress Trail was outlined in Krakow, in order to link most of the buildings of the former for-
tress located on the outskirts of the city: 38 large forts, and also many smaller fortification structures and other 
buildings of military character. 

Józef Piłsudski – the Chief of State (1930), 
Wikimedia Commons Archives

The March of the Riflemen (1912), MLP Archives

MLP Archives

greAT BATTles of The firsT World WAr in MAłoPolskA
• The Battle of Krzywopłoty 
(November 16–19, 1914). The for-
ested Świętego Krzyża Mount en-
closes the view to the west from 
the road between Wolbrom and 
Bydlin. This is the location of the 
Battle of Krzywopłoty. The Polish 
legionaries clashed there with the 
tsarist forces of the Ninth Army 
commanded by General Leczycki. 
Józef Piłsudski, the commander of 
the legionaries, left two battalions 
from the First Infantry Regiment at 
Krzywopłoty and himself marched 
fast to Krakow – together with the 
remaining three battalions and 
cavalry – between the retreating 
Austrians and the charging Rus-
sians. Meanwhile, the legionaries 
attacked across the wet meadows 
at Krzywopłoty in the direction of 
Załęże, but the Russians fought off 
their attacks for two days and the 
Poles suffered heavy losses, with 
the passive stance of the Austro- 

-Hungarian forces. Finally, the at-
tack of the Austro-Hungarian forc-
es conducted on November 19 brought victory – the defeated Russian forces had to retreat to the east. 46 legion-
aries were killed in action, over 130 were wounded. The Russian losses are unknown.
• The First Battle of Krakow (November 16–22, 1914). Krakow Fortress found itself on the front line in 
the middle of November in 1914. The Russian forces advancing to the west, stopped near Krakow, but hesitated 
to conduct the frontal attack on the fortress. The Austrian Staff took advantage of this hesitation, and the forces 
of the First and Fourth Austro-Hungarian Army, supported by a part of the fortress crew and artillery (18 battal-
ions and 114 cannons) attacked the enemy, north of Krakow on November 16. Almost 400,000 soldiers fought in 
this battle on both sides. The Russians were driven out behind the Śreniawa River on November 20–22. This vic-
tory halted the Russian offensive for some time.
• The Battle of Limanowa (December 2–11, 1914). In the early December of 1914, an over 60-km wide gap 
was formed between the Russian army units, and the Austro-Hungarian reserves entered the gap on December 3, 
1914. The units concentrated in the region of Chabówka, Mszana Dolna and Dobra began to encircle the Russian 
wing, heading toward Rajbrot. However, the manoeuver was noticed and the Russians began to prepare the de-
fence so efficiently that it was only on December 7 that they were driven out beyond the Stradomka River. Mean-
while, on December 6, 1914, the Eighth Russian Corps attacked the Austro-Hungarian forces south of Rajbrot. 
This attack led to a situation in which each side attempted to break through the enemy right wing: the Austrians 
charged in the direction of Bochnia, the Russians – in the direction of Limanowa and Mszana Dolna. The battles 
for Jabłoniec Hill above Limanowa fought on December 11, 1914, became legendary. However, when the tsarist 
forces reached Nowy Sącz, the Russian army was threatened by being cut off from the communication lines. So 
the outcome of the battle was basically decided. As a result, the Russians not only had to give up advancing to 
the west, but they also began to slightly retreat. Both sides suffered heavy losses in the battle and could not sup-
plement them for a long time.
• The Battle of Łowczówek (December 22–25, 1914). After the Austrian offensive collapsed, the Russians, 
who stationed in the fork of the Dunajec and Biała Rivers after the Battle of Limanowa, launched a counterattack 
with the Third Army commanded by General Dimitriev in the region of Łowczów and Łowczówek. Had they man-
aged to break through the front, the Third and Fourth Austro-Hungarian Army would have been threatened by en-
velopment. The First Brigade of the Polish Legions, fighting on the Austrian side, was charged with the mission of 
halting the tsarist forces. The Poles commanded by Kazimierz Sosnkowski attacked at the dusk of December 22, 
1914, and they captured the Russian positions the next morning. But the Russians did not give in. Murderous fights 
continued throughout the entire Christmas Eve. The order to withdraw the Poles from the positions in the evening 
of December 24 turned out to be a misunderstanding, and the deserted positions had to be captured anew. The 
Russians’ attack on December 25 forced the First Brigade to retreat. Nonetheless, the Battle of Łowczówek halt-
ed the Russian forces for some time, which allowed the Austrians to fortify their positions, where they remained 
until May of 1915. 128 legionaries (including 38 officers) were killed in action, and 342 legionaries were wound-
ed. The Russian losses are unknown. 
• The Battle of Gorlice (May 2–5, 1915). In the spring of 1915, Austro-Hungary and Germany strived 
to break through the front, which remained in the same place for several months, and to drive the Russian 
forces out of Galicia and the territory of the Congress Kingdom of Poland. The main attack was to be carried 
out by the 11th German Army commanded by General August von Mackensen together with the Third and 
Fourth Austrian Army commanded by Archduke Joseph Ferdinand. In the morning of May 2, 1915, the Aus-
tro-Hungarian and German Infantry launched a mass attack on the Russian positions in the region of Łużna 
and Gorlice. Pustki Hill was one of the strategically most significant places. After a few-day-long firing at 
the hill, bloody battles were fought on May 2, 1915, to capture it, and finally, the imperial banner was plant-
ed on the hill’s top. The Austrians and Germans successfully continued the offensive in the subsequent days, 
eventually achieving a great success.

ArChiTeCTure And The CreATors of The WAr CeMeTeries

MsiT TourisT inforMATion PoinTs
Krakow 
InfoKraków, it.krakow@msit.malopolska.pl, www.infokrakow.pl 
ul. Powiśle 11, 31-101 Krakow, tel.: +48 513099688, powisle@infokrakow.pl
ul. św. Jana 2, 31-018 Krakow, tel.: +48 12 4217787, jana@infokrakow.pl
ul. Józefa 7, 31-056 Krakow, tel.: +48 12 4220471, jozefa@infokrakow.pl
Sukiennice, Rynek Główny 1/3, 31-042 Krakow, tel.: +48 12 4337310, sukiennice@infokrakow.pl
ul. Szpitalna 25, 31-024 Krakow, tel.: +48 12 4320110, szpitalna@infokrakow.pl
Pawilon Wyspiańskiego, pl. Wszystkich Świętych 2, 31-004 Krakow, tel.: +48 12 6161886, wyspianski@infokrakow.pl
Międzynarodowy Port Lotniczy w Balicach, 32-083 Balice, tel.: +48 12 2855341, balice@infokrakow.pl
Andrychów: Rynek 27, 34-120 Andrychów, tel.: +48 33 8429936, it.andrychow@msit.malopolska.pl, www.it.andrychow.eu
Białka Tatrzańska: ul. Środkowa 179A, 34-405 Białka Tatrzańska, tel.: +48 18 5331959, it.bialka-tatrzanska@msit.malopolska.pl
Biały Dunajec: ul. Jana Pawła II 363, 34-425 Biały Dunajec, tel.: +48 18 2001690, it.bialy-dunajec@msit.malopolska.pl,
                       www.gokbialydunajec.pl
Biecz: Rynek 1, 38-340 Biecz, tel.: +48 13 4479247, it.biecz@msit.malopolska.pl, www.biecz.pl
Chrzanów: al. Henryka 40, 32-500 Chrzanów, tel.: +48 32 6232044, it.chrzanow@msit.malopolska.pl, www.visit.powiat-chrzanowski.pl
Dąbrowa Tarnowska:  ul. Polna 13, 33-200 Dąbrowa Tarnowska, tel.: +48 14 6570007, it.dabrowatarnowska@msit.malopolska.pl, 

www.dabrowatar.pl
Dobczyce: ul. Podgórska 1, 32-410 Dobczyce, tel.: +48 12 2710153, it.dobczyce@msit.malopolska.pl, www.dobczyce.pl/dla-turystow
Krynica-Zdrój:  ul. Zdrojowa 4/2, 33-380 Krynica-Zdrój, tel.: +48 18 4725577, it.krynica-zdroj@msit.malopolska.pl,

www.krynica-zdroj.pl
Limanowa: Rynek 25, 34-600 Limanowa, tel.: +48 18 3375800, it.limanowa@msit.malopolska.pl, www.powiat.limanowa.pl

War Cemetery no. 193 in Dąbrówka Szczepanowska, Archives of the Starost County Office in TarnówThe Austro-Hungarian artillery (1915), MLP Archives

Miechów: pl. Kościuszki 1A, 32-200 Miechów, tel.: +48 41 3831311, it.miechow@msit.malopolska.pl
Myślenice: Rynek 27, 32-400 Myślenice, tel.: +48 12 2722312, it.myslenice@msit.malopolska.pl, www.myslenice.pl
Nowy Sącz: ul. Szwedzka 2, 33-300 Nowy Sącz, tel.: +48 18 4442422, it.nowy-sacz@msit.malopolska.pl, www.cit.com.pl
Nowy Targ: Rynek 1, 34-400 Nowy Targ, tel.: +48 18 2663036, it.nowy-targ@msit.malopolska.pl, www.it.nowytarg.pl
Olkusz: ul. Floriańska 8, 32-300 Olkusz, tel.: +48 32 2109251, +48 32 6421926, it.olkusz@msit.malopolska.pl, www.umig.olkusz.pl
Oświęcim: ul. Leszczyńskiej 12, 32-600 Oświęcim, tel.: +48 33 8430091, it.oswiecim@msit.malopolska.pl, www.it.oswiecim.pl
Poronin: ul. Józefa Piłsudskiego 2, 34-520 Poronin, tel.: +48 18 2074298, it.poronin@msit.malopolska.pl, www.poronin.pl
Rabka-Zdrój: ul. Parkowa 2, 34-700 Rabka-Zdrój, tel.: +48 18 2691553, it.rabka-zdroj@msit.malopolska.pl, www.rabka.pl
Sękowa: Siary 19, 38-307 Sękowa, tel.: +48 18 3518770, it.sekowa@msit.malopolska.pl, www.sekowa.pl
Sucha Beskidzka:  ul. Zamkowa 1, 34-200 Sucha Beskidzka, tel.: +48 33 8742605, it.sucha-beskidzka@msit.malopolska.pl, 

www.it.sucha-beskidzka.pl
Tarnów: Rynek 7, 33-100 Tarnów, tel.: +48 14 6889090, it.tarnow@msit.malopolska.pl, www.it.tarnow.pl
Trzebinia: ul. Kościuszki 74, 32-540 Trzebinia, tel.: +48 32 6121497, it.trzebinia@msit.malopolska.pl, www.trzebinia.pl
Tuchów: ul. Chopina 10, 33-170 Tuchów, tel.: +48 14 6525436, it.tuchow@msit.malopolska.pl, www.tuchow.pl
Wadowice: ul. Kościelna 4, 34-100 Wadowice, tel.: +48 33 8732365, it.wadowice@msit.malopolska.pl, www.it.wadowice.pl
Wiśniowa: Wiśniowa 301, 32-412 Wiśniowa, tel.: +48 12 2714493, it.wisniowa@msit.malopolska.pl, www.ug-wisniowa.pl
Witów: Witów 239A, 34-512 Witów, tel.: +48 18 2071898, it.witow@msit.malopolska.pl, www.koscielisko.com.pl
Zakopane: ul. Kościeliska 7, 34-500 Zakopane, tel.: +48 18 2012004, it.zakopane@msit.malopolska.pl, www.zakopane.eu

War cemeteries were established in the vicinity of the battlefields and front lines, locations where the battles 
were fought and soldiers died. Established specifically for this purpose, the Krakow War Graves Office was 

charged with the task of designing and building war necropolises in Małopolska. The creators of the necropo-
lises attempted, whenever possible, to establish the cemeteries in picturesque locations, e.g. hilltops, where they 
would be visible from a distance, and would harmonize with the surroundings.

Special guidelines applied to the design of the cemetery complexes. They had to have a representative entrance, 
had to be surrounded by a wall (made of concrete or stone), or a fence (made of wood or cast-iron), and the main 
design axis had to be underscored by stairs or a main alley. The central element of the complex was supposed 
to be a pedestal topped with a cross, a tall wooden cross, obelisk, or a chapel. Earth graves were formed in the 
shape of mounds or embankments and topped with wooden or cast-iron crosses, although tombstones made of 
concrete or stone were also used. Regardless of the selected concept, the necropolis design was supposed to be 
uniform, and the tombstones were to be modest, made of local materials, and were not supposed to differentiate 
between the soldiers of one’s own or enemy’s army. 

Małopolska war cemeteries feature a multitude of funeral motifs dating from various epochs and styles. This 
diversity perfectly reflected the character of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy, the country of many cultures and re-
ligions. Colonnades, pylons, pyramids, or open-air altars were inspirations borrowed from antiquity. On the oth-
er hand, the cross-monuments refer to the folk tradition and to the customs of placing huge crosses on the battle-
fields in the German-speaking countries. Local traditions gave inspirations for small, shingled chapels made of 
wood or fieldstone. Among the popular sculpting motifs were a hoplite’s helmet, dragon’s head and a soldier’s cap.

Inscriptions engraved on the stone plaques also played a significant role. They served as reminders that death 
ends all struggle and hatred, and that the fallen soldiers gave the living the precious gift of peace.

Over 40 architects and sculptors worked on creation of the Galician war cemeteries. Among them were per-
sonalities of such a caliber as:
Dušan Jurkovič (1886–1947) – Slovak architect, cultural and social activist. He designed and realized about 35 
war necropolises, considered the most beautiful necropolises in the entire Galicia. He drew inspiration from lo-
cal architecture. Some of the most interesting cemeteries he authored include Beskidek Cemetery no. 46 in Ko-
nieczna, Cemetery no. 51 on Rotunda Mound near Regietów, and Cemetery no. 52 in Zdynia. 
Gustav Ludwig (1876–1952) – Munich architect originating from Moravia, artistic director of the Limanowa Cem-
etery District. He designed such projects as the vast Cemetery no. 368 on Jabłoniec Hill near Limanowa and the 
folk-stylized chapel on Cemetery no. 361 in Krasne-Lasocice. He was also renowned as the creator of many types 
of iron-cast crosses characterized by rich ornamentation. 
Hans Mayr (1877–?) – German architect and construction engineer, artistic director of the Gorlice District. He de-
signed e.g. War Cemeteries nos. 89 and 90 in Gorlice, no. 66 in Małastów, and War Quarter no. 381 on the com-
munal cemetery in Wieliczka. He also designed the very common tall central cross, made of logs, with a semi-
circular tin cover. 
Heinrich Karl Scholz (1880–1937) – versatile and multi-talented sculptor, artistic director and chief designer 
of the Tarnów District. He designed for instance: Cemetery no. 193 in Dąbrówka Szczepanowska, nos. 185–187 
in Lichwin, and no. 191 in Lubcza. 
Jan Szczepkowski (1878–1964) – Polish sculptor, artistic director of the Łużna district. He authored the tomb-
stone monuments in the Hungarian soldiers’ quarter on Cemetery no. 123 in Łużna-Pustki, as well as the entire 
spatial design of that necropolis. 

The Imperial and Royal Aviation Troops, established in the 1890s and initially deploying balloons and airships 
(zeppelins) for military purposes, were an integral part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. At the outbreak of 

the Great War, the Austro-Hungarian Air Force consisted of an airship unit with the technical crew, 15 aircraft 
divisions, and 12 units of observation balloons. The aircraft divisions had at their disposal the total of over 100 
airplanes (about 80 reconnaissance aircraft and about 30 trainers) with the range of ca. 150 km and the speed of 
90-100 km per hour. The air fleet consisted mostly of aircraft manufactured domestically and aircraft models im-
ported from Germany and manufactured on the German license. The Austro-Hungarian air force had at their dis-
posal in the years 1914–15 such aircraft models as the Lloyd C.II, reconnaissance aircraft and at the same time 
a light bomber; the Fokker A.III, monoplane fighter aircraft with a machine gun synchronized with the propeller 
speed; the Aviatik C.I, a reconnaissance biplane, and the Hansa-Brandenburg B.I., a biplane trainer. 

Several military airports were created on the territory of the Danube Monarchy in order to meet the demands 
of the growing air force of the Royal-Imperial Austro-Hungary, including the stronghold airport in Krakow For-
tress. It was established in 1912 on the area of 55 hectares purchased from the Dominican brothers, and locat-
ed east of the Uhlan barracks in Rakowice, Krakow. The Austrian headquarters established there Flugpark 7 (air-
park) with the entire operational base. 

During the First World War, airplanes operating from the Rakowice airport played an important logistical role: 
Austro-Hungarian pilots provided mail services to the besieged Przemyśl Fortress, made reconnaissance, coordi-
nated artillery fire, attacked the Russian forces, as well as fought aerial duals with tsarist airplanes. In 1917 Kra-
kow was incorporated into the regular airmail line between Vienna – Krakow – Lemberg – Kiev, later extended 
to Odessa. This airmail line operated efficiently until the fall of the Royal-Imperial Monarchy. 

It was clearly felt in October of 1918 that the end of the once powerful Austro-Hungary is near. Independence 
was getting close but the occupying armies were still located within the borders of the former Republic of Po-
land. Roman Florer, head of the airbase in the Krakow Rakowice, together with his Polish subordinates, decided 
to take over the airport complex for the emerging independent Polish state. It was not easy to capture the airport, 
since Florer’s unit consisted of only twenty Poles. However, it was this small group that prevented the plunder of 
the resources, destruction of the magazines, and the pilots’ escape with the planes to Vienna on the night of Oc-
tober 31, 1918, and then handed the airport over to the command of the Polish authorities. This is how the Kra-
kow Rakowice became the first airport of the independent Poland.

The Aviation Museum was established on the area of the former airport in Rakowice in the 1960s. The  museum 
uses the preserved airport buildings, such as a large historic hangar. Among the exhibits are all kinds of aircraft 
(fighter, reconnaissance, trainer, ambulance, agricultural airplanes, etc.), helicopters, gliders, as well as aircraft 
engines, and anti-aircraft missile weapons, while the local collection of the machines from the time of the First 
World War evokes admiration worldwide. 

Relatively few German airplanes dating from the years 1914–1918 have been preserved in the world, since the 
Treaty of Versailles that ended the First World War forced the defeated Germany to completely destroy all its mili-
tary airplanes. The Krakow museum boasts the unique German fighter Halberstadt CL.II, the LFG Roland D.VI and 
the Albatros H.1, the reconnaissance planes Albatros C.I and the DFW C.V, as well as the biplane trainer, LVG B.II. 
The Russian machines dating from the First World War are represented by the Grigorovich M-15 dating from 1917, 
a reconnaissance flying boat. Also worth noting is the model of the most famous British fighter of the First World 
War: Sopwith F.1 Camel from 1917, renowned for its manoeuvrability and combat efficiency.
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Małopolska
The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail

The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail in 
the Małopolska Region encompasses plac-
es, which were a theatre of key military 

operations on the Eastern Front of the Great 
War in the years 1914–1915. The hike along the 
trail begins in Krakow. Krakow Fortress, which 
played a crucial role in the battles fought in 
the late 1914 north and south of the capital of 
Małopolska, impresses with the grandeur of de-
sign until this very day. Krakow also boasts the 
Polish Aviation Museum featuring examples of 
authentic military aircraft dating from the First 
World War. The famous First Cadre Company 
headed by Józef Piłsudski set off to war from 
Krakow as well, and following the company’s 
traces, one can reach the battlefield locations 
of the Polish Riflemen’s units and then of the 
Polish Legions formed by Józef Piłsudski. The 
trail routes run to the battlefields located north of 
Krakow to the Jura Krakowsko-Częstochowska 
Upland, where battles were fought in Novem-
ber of 1914, and then south, to the battlefields 
around Łapanów and Limanowa, and further 
east to the area of the decisive Battle of Gor-
lice, which brought victory to the Austro-Hun-
garian and German forces in the early May of 
1915. The picturesque ranges of the Low Beskid 
Mountains are full of war relics.
Tarnów also features buildings dating from the 
Great War, such as old barracks or garrison hos-
pital. Heading south of Tarnów, it is worth visit-
ing the field of the Battle of Łowczówek fought 
in December of 1914, and the charming war ne-
cropolises of the Tarnów Land.

This project has been co-financed by the European Union as part of the Małopolska Regional 
Operational Programme 2007-2013

EUROPEAN UNION
EUROPEAN REGIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT FUND
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Małopolska
The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail

monument (or obelisk); hospital on the First World War’s Eastern Front Trail 

cemetery; monument of nature on the First World War’s Eastern Front Trail

battlefield (or the departure site) on the First World War’s Eastern Front Trail

museum; garrison (or barracks) on the First World War’s Eastern Front Trail

historic monument; fort (or fortress) on the First World War’s Eastern Front Trail

The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail; number of the described site

church (or bell tower); Greek Catholic or Orthodox church (or bell tower) on the Wooden 
Architecture Trail

building complex; manor on the Wooden Architecture Trail

camping

Tourist information point

church; historic church: brick, wooden; historic monastery

Greek Catholic or Orthodox church; historic Greek Catholic or Orthodox church: brick, 
wooden; synagogue

Historic town layout; castle open to the public; castle closed to the public

castle ruins: open to the public; closed to the public

palace; manor open to the public; manor closed to the public 

technology monument; other architectural monument; settlement; museum

war cemetery from the First World War; battlefield; Jewish cemetery; Krakow Fortress fort

UNESCO site

climbing area; cave open to the public

nature reserve; site attractive in terms of natural value 

national park border; landscape park border

swimming pool; water sport centre; horse-riding centre

spa; petrol station

mountain hostel; mountain youth hostel

ski centre; ski lift

PTTK hiking trails

country border; Małopolska Region border

highway; highway toll booths

national two-lane road; national road

regional two-lane road; regional road

local asphalt roads

Railway line: open, closed

Built-up area; industrial area

river; lake or pond; ferry

airport; sport airport

Palace in Mirów – Książ Wielki [A7]

War Quarter on the Parish Cemetery – Książ Wielki [A7]

War Quarter on the Parish Cemetery – Miechów [A6]

The Monument of the Independence Fighters – Miechów [A6]

Ogonów War Cemetery – Kaliś [A4]

Battlefield of Krzywopłoty and the Legionaries’ Quarter on the Parish  
Cemetery – Bydlin [A4]

Jangrot – Cieplice War Cemetery – Cieplice [B4]

War Quarters on the Parish Cemetery – Skała [B5]

Monument of the Victims of the First World War – Skała [B5]

War Cemeteries in Rzeplin (at the road to Cianowice – a; at the road  
to Krasienice – b) [B5]

Obelisk on the border of the Austrian- and Russian-occupied parts of Poland – 
Michałowice-Komora [C6]

Krakow Fortress Trail, northern section [C5-6]

Krakow Fortress Trail, southern section [C5-6]

Grębałów Fort – Krakow [C6]

Krzesławice Fort – Krakow [C6]

Tonie Fort – Krakow [C5]

Rajsko Fort – Krakow [D6]

Kosocice Fort – Krakow [D6]

Prokocim Fort – Krakow [D6]

The storage-technical complex of the Royal-Imperial Army – Krakow [C6]

Polish Aviation Museum – Krakow [C6]

Oleandry – First Cadre Company Departure Site – Krakow [C5]

Obelisk na Kaim Hill – Krakow [D6]

War Quarter no. 381 on the Communal Cemetery – Wieliczka [D6]

War Cemetery no. 308 – Muchówka [D8]

War Cemetery no. 357 – Kamionka Mała [E9]

The Monument of Encounter of Generations – Chyszówki [E7]

Mieroszewski Family House – Józef Piłsudski’s Quarters – Limanowa [E9]

War Cemetery no. 366 – Limanowa [E8]

War Cemetery no. 368 on Jabłoniec Hill – Limanowa-Jabłoniec [E9]

Morawski Family Manor – Marcinkowice [E10]

War Cemetery no. 352 – Marcinkowice [F10]

The Oak of Freedom – Nowy Sącz [F10]

War Cemetery no. 350 – Nowy Sącz [F10]

Legionaries’ Quarter on the Communal Cemetery – Nowy Sącz [F10]

War Cemetery no. 60 – Małastów [F13]

I. Łukasiewicz PTTK Regional Museum – Gorlice [E13]

War Cemetery no. 91 – Gorlice [E13]

War Cemeteries nos. 123 and 122 – Łużna-Pustki [E12]

War Cemetery no. 118 – Staszkowka [E12]

War Cemetery no. 138 – Bogoniowice [E12]

War Cemetery no. 293 – Zakliczyn [D11]

War Cemetery Complex (no. 191 – a; no. 192 – b; no. 193 – c) – Lubinka and 
Dąbrówka Szczepanowska [D11]

War Cemetery no. 171 – Łowczówek [D12]

The Monument of the Unknown Soldier – Tarnów [C12]

Former Military Hospital – Tarnów [C12]

Former Austro-Hungarian Barracks – Tarnów [C12]

Former Austro-Hungarian Garrison Headquarters – Tarnów [C12]

Sanguszko Palace, Former Staff Headquarters of the Russian Forces – Tarnów [C12]

War Cemeteries (no. 200 – a; no. 201 – b; no. 202 – c; no. 202a – d; no. 203 – e) – 
Tarnów [C11, C12, D12]

legend

Published by the Marshal Office of Małopolska Region
Department of Tourism, Sports and Promotion
ul. Basztowa 22, 31-156 Krakow
www.visitmalopolska.pl
Concept design by Anna Niedźwieńska
Project coordinated by Małgorzata Czapla
in cooperation with Małgorzata Kozak

Publication prepared and issued by
Amistad sp. z o.o.
ul. Stolarska 13/7, 31-043 Krakow
tel./fax: +48 4229922
biuro@polskaturystyczna.pl
www.polskaturystyczna.pl

Texts by Krzysztof Bzowski, Dr Krzysztof Mroczkowski
Historical consultation:  Dr hab. Michał Baczkowski, Dr Krzysztof Mroczkowski, 

Dr hab. Andrzej Olejko
Translation by Agnieszka Legutko
Production coordinated by Ewelina Wolna
Proofread by Aurelia Hołubowska, Teresa Lachowska
Photographs by  Archives of the Starost County Office in Tarnów, Krzysztof Bzowski, 

Małgorzata Czapla, Jan Gomoła, Joanna Gorlach, Home Army 
Museum, Piotr Jasion, Rafał Korzeniowski, Joanna Nowostawska-
Gyalókay (Małopolska Culture Institute Archives), Michał Piotrowski 
(“Treasures of Małopolska” Competition Archives), Polish Aviation 
Museum, Wikimedia Commons

Cover and graphic design by Michał Tincel
Map designs by  the Wydawnictwo Kartograficzne „Compass”, 

www.compass.krakow.pl
Map update by Dawid Kwoka
Map editing by Aurelia Hołubowska
Composition and print design by Krzysztof Hosaja, Michał Tincel
Printed by Drukarnia Pasaż

Krakow 2013, ISBN 978-83-64155-08-6


